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Throughout this module, students are working independently to choose and learn about a social 

justice issue that intersects with criminal justice.  There are several issues criminal justice 

officials must react to during various decision-making points in the criminal justice system.  

Criminal justice officials must frequently respond to broader social problems in an ethical 

manner.

This module contains several related assignment, so be sure to read through all the pages under 

Module 3 in this Webcourse.

Purpose of this Assignment

In this course module, students are exploring a social justice issue/topic that is related to criminal 

justice.  As you know, everyone has joined one of the following social justice groups:

• Behavioral health (e.g., drug use, mental health)

• Environmental justice

• Gender justice

• Hunger & Homelessness

As part of this project, students may choose to write a formal Experiential Paper.  The paper is designed 

to meet several course learning objectives and demonstrate integrative learning.  Generally, the paper 

requires you to describe, apply, and evaluate one ethical theory to a social justice issue that is related to 

(intersects with) criminal justice.  

In preparation for writing the paper, this assignment requires you to submit a bibliography - a list of 

potential sources you may cite and reference in the final paper.  A bibliography is a list of sources to be 

consulted in preparation for writing a paper, article, or book.  You may or may not use, cite, and 

reference all the sources from your bibliography in your paper's text and references.

Bibliography Requirements

In this bibliography, you will find and list (using APA style) 12 scholarly sources on your social justice 

topic/issue and how it relates to criminal justice.  You will also include at least one source for an ethical 

theory to be used in your paper.  (Hint - Your text is a great source for the ethical theory!)

Be sure to do the following in the bibliography:

• Include 12 scholarly, primary sources by searching in the UCF Library databases

• Include the course text book (if you have it), as it will count as one of your sources (even though it is

a secondary source)



• Do not count secondary sources, such as websites or text books (other than the course text), as one

of the 12 scholarly sources.  You may include non-scholarly, secondary sources, but, I repeat, they

do not count toward the 12 scholarly sources

• Use APA citation style

• Use proper Word formatting

Finding Articles & APA Citation Style

This bibliography requires scholarly sources be included.  Scholarly sources are primary sources 

(original writings/articles) found in scholarly journals.  For more information on finding scholarly articles, 

see page in Webcourses entitled Finding Articles.  

Criminal justice scholarship traditionally uses APA citation style.  For more information on APA style, see 

the page in course entitled Citing and Summarizing an Article

You may also find the "Research Guide" and "UCF Library Tools" pages listed at the left of this course to 

be quite useful.

Word Formatting

APA requires double spacing and hanging indents.  Here's a video on formatting paragraphs in Word.

Format Your Reference Page with MS Word  (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bnn3bBa4n5c) 

(https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bnn3bBa4n5c) 

Upload Your Word or PDF Document

Please upload your document when it is completed. Submissions are limited to Word or pdf documents.

• The system will allow files with "doc" or "docx" extensions or pdfs

Grading

• This submission is worth 50 points

• Grades will vary from 0-50 according to the grading rubric shown below

◦ The grading rubric is a guide.

◦ Instructor reserves discretion regarding any issues not detailed in this rubric, such as plagiarism,

etc.

◦ I also reserve discretion to deviate from the rubric's categories and allocation of points.

Late Submissions and One Upload Limit

• See the Syllabus and Assignments page for due dates.



Points

Submitting

File Types

50

a file upload

doc, docx, and pdf

Due For Available from Until

Nov 24, 2019 Everyone - Nov 24, 2019 at 11:59pm

Bibliography Rubric - See next page

• Papers that are not uploaded prior to the deadline, regardless of whether there were technical

problems, will be considered late and points will be deducted.

• Students are permitted one upload because Turnitin reads subsequent uploads as almost

completely plagiarized.  Be sure you upload the project you want graded before the portal closes.

Submissions will NOT be accepted outside an assignment portal.

Turnitin and Plagiarism

Turnitin.com has been enabled through Webcourse and will be used to check for plagiarism.  

Turnitin.com is an automated system which instructors can use to quickly and easily compare each 

student's assignment with billions of web sites, as well as an enormous database of student papers that 

grows with each submission. Accordingly, you will be expected to submit assignments through the 

Canvas Assignment Tool in electronic format. After the assignment is processed, as an instructor I 

receive a report from turnitin.com that states if and how another author’s work was used in the 

assignment. For a more detailed look at this process.

Note - The grading rubric is a guide.  Instructor reserves discretion regarding any issues not detailed in this rubric, such as 

plagiarism, etc.  I also reserve discretion to deviate from the rubric's categories and allocation of points.



Total Points: 50.0 

Criteria Ratings Pts 

15.0 pts

15.0 pts

10.0 pts

10.0 pts

Number of 

Scholarly 

Sources

15.0 pts 

Full Marks

Bibliography includes the 

minimum number of 

required sources, or more.

8.0 pts 

Half Marks

Bibliography contains 3/4 the 

required number of sources, 

but less than the minimum.

0.0 pts 

No Marks

Bibliography contains fewer 

than 3/4 the minimum 

number of sources required.

Authority 15.0 pts 

Full Marks

Used mainly peer-

reviewed sources with 

a few secondary 

sources.

10.0 pts 

3/4 Marks

Used a mix of peer-

reviewed sources and 

other secondary or 

internet sources.

5.0 pts 

No Marks

Relied heavily on non-peer 

reviewed sources (found through 

internet search engines rather than 

library databases).

Relevance 10.0 pts 

Full Marks

Most sources were 

relevant to the topic.

5.0 pts 

Half Marks

Some sources were not 

relevant to the topic.

0.0 pts 

No Marks

Relied heavily on sources not 

relevant to the topic.

Formatting 10.0 pts 

Full Marks

Follows APA style 

throughout AND 

paragraphs are properly 

formatted with double-

spaced, hanging indents.

5.0 pts 

Half Marks

Mostly follows APA style 

throughout OR paragraphs 

are not properly formatted 

with double-spaced, hanging 

indents.

0.0 pts 

No Marks

Did not use APA style 

throughout AND paragraphs 

are not properly formatted 

with double-spaced, hanging 

indents.


